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Application Deadline

Applicants must submit completed packets
on the SurveyMonkey website

5/3

Assign Reviewers

Hearthstone provides SFC with top
applicants' packets and assigns SFC as
reviewers on the SurveyMonkey website

5/17 - 5/27
Schedule Interviews

Hearthstone schedules phone interviews for
applicants based on SFC availability

6/
Review Deadline

SFC submits interview scores and suggests
award amounts on SurveyMonkey website
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SCHOLARSHIP REVIEW
@, TIMELINE

4/1 - 4/30

Initial Review

Hearthstone staff processes all applications

5/3 - 5/16

Committee Review

SFC reviews applications and submits scores on
SurveyMonkey website

5/28
Interviews Begin

SFC conducts phone interviews with
applicants and completes review sheets

7N
Notify Awardees

Hearthstone notifies applicants of selection
2
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REQUIRED ITEMS .

C‘t/'ons
Application Form ° fer@n'
Full copy included in the additional resources section Ny Ce

Personal Statement
See full instructions on next page 000000000000 000000¢ o0 .>

2 Letters of Recommendation
See full instructions below 0000000000000 00C0O0CBO0CO0CEC

Federal Tax Return
Alternate verification may be accepted in special cases

FAFSA Student Aid Report

Or equivalent such as the Dream Act Application

Supplemental Materials (optional)
Optional items such as a resume

Official Transcript(s)

Must show at least 3 semesters' worth of courses

Prior Application (if applicable)
Hearthstone will upload for renewal applicants

LETTERS O RECOMMENDATION

Two letters of recommendation written by professional or academic references.
Common references include teachers, employers, coaches and club advisers.

Formatting:

Each letter of recommendation should:

e Not exceed 1 page in length

e Be signed by recommender

e Be dated within the past 12 months

e Be written on letterhead or include reference's verifiable contact
information

Hearthstone will review the letters for these requirements
PLEASE NOTE: Renewal applicants must submit new letters of recommendation.
Submitting copies of last year's letters of recommendation will result in
automatic disqualification. However, applicants are allowed to use the same
reference so long as they provide a new letter.




PERSONAL STATEMENT

Your Personal Statement should supplement the information you have already
provided on your application and allow the Committee Members a greater
understanding of experiences that have shaped you, your growth and your

academic and professional goals.

Your Statement MUST Include:

e Your goal(s) - either personal, professional, or academic

e Your plan to achieve your goal(s)

¢ How the scholarship funds awarded by Hearthstone will be
used

¢ The steps you have already taken towards your goal(s) - for
example relevant extra-curricular activities

The committee will be reviewing your personal statement for the above as
well as your overall writing quality. Additionally, you will be graded on how
you will demonstrate:

e Community-Mindedness
e Persistence / Overcoming Obstacles

e Initiative / Leadership
e Financial Need

Formaltting:

e 1page, single-spaced, with 1inch margins
e Typed in 12-point Times New Roman font

¢ Include your name in the top right corner

X
ae™
‘\) o (\5~
S (\)C\,\O e(\ce . . '
WS C(eﬁe( Please note: Hearthstone will be reviewing
(o S oW for basic qualifications and the Committee

will be grading on content only
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APPLICATION REVIEW

After you log in to SurveyMonkey, you will be taken to the Review Assignments page.
This screen will show you an overview of the applications assigned to you.

Hearthstone Housing Foundatio... Ashley Walker ~

Review Dashboard

Hearthstone Housing Foundation Scholarship Fund

EXternal REView 1;2 m
Reviews completed

Click start or continue to see a list of all the specific applications assigned to you.

Hearthstone Housing Foundation Scholarship Fund [Z 12
External Review Completed
All applications -

0 =]
Application Applicants Application submitted on Notes
° 2019-0000000720 Laura. Fely 12019 1012 AM (PST) 1
2019-0000001029 test user Jan 312019 01:24 PM (PST) 1(1 new)

Green circle = review complete Click start
White circle = not yet reviewed to review



The review screen is divided into two panes:

Left: Application and Related Documents Right: Questions and Score Sheet

Application2/2 <

SuMMARY APPLICATION NoTES
Jump to... ~ :
- Review Task Form
- 100.0% complete
Application Stage ~
Submitted on: Jan 31 2019 01:24 PM (PST)
Applicant: test user
Reviewer: Ashley Walker
@ 2 Applicant Information Completed: Jan 312019 | A
Need
Application Form

Applicant Information

What is the household income?
Personal Information

(Please refer to the notes tab)

Last Name Last <30% AMI

First Name First

Middle Inital N e

<80% AMI

Permanent Street Address:

B 1234 Some Street Are there any additional household members in college?
City. Sunny Yes

State: California No

County CA Orange

< Hearthstone Housing Foundation Scholarship Fund - External Review :
Left Pane
2012-0000001029 a =
test user test@user.com -

SUMMARY APPLICATION NOTES The Ieft pane opens to
the "Summary" tab by

m default.

Application Stage N te ~

Applicant Information [ 2019 01:24 PM (PST) CIiCk the "Application"
Personal Statement tab to access the

Letter of Recommendation #1 Completed: Jan 312019 | A

application form and
related documents.

Letter of Recommendation #2

Tax Return

FAFSA Student Aid Report (Or Equivalent) You can either use the

scroll bar or the "Jump
to..." menu to
navigate to different

- parts of the application.

Supplemental Materials
Upload Transcript

Prior Year Application (Renewal Students Only)



The first set of questions will assess the applicant's financial need. The answers to

Need / Financial Information

these questions can be found under the summary tab.

2019-0000001029

test user test@user.com

SUMMARY

Name:

Household Income:

Other Household

Members in College:

(Fall 2019) Public or
Private::

(Fall 2012) Type of
School::

Current Grade
Level::

Resident?:

APPLICATION

test user
My response: < 30%

My response: 1

Public

Four-Year University

High School Senior

My response: No

REVIEWS

NOTES

Your Review

What is the household income?

(Please refer to the summary tab)

< 30% AMI
< 50% AMI

= 80% AMI

Are there any additional household me

Yes

No

Extra-Cuarricular Activities

Information needed to answer these questions may be provided in two ways: entered
on the application form (grid section) or uploaded under supplemental materials.

Please note: Both of these sections will be found on the left pane of the review screen.

< Hearthstone Housing Foundation Scholarship Fund - Exzsmal Review

Extra-Curricular Activities

Please complete the form below with information regarding your most recent extra-curricular

activities. You may choose to upload 2 résumeé or list of extra-curricular activities instead. You

may akso upload any supplemental materials you would like the scholarship committse to

O Supplemental Materials

Completed: Jan 312019 | A

@ Task instructions

review.

AWARDS / RECOGNITION

Title

Student of the
Month

1

2

3

STUDENT / CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT

Involvement
1 Player
2
3

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS
Position

1 Team Captain

Granting Year
Organization

HHF High School 2017

Organization Year
HHF Soccer 16-18
QOrganization Year
HHF Soccer 2017

B Sample Extra-Curriculars

" VIEWFULLSCREEN | 41 DOWNLOAD [EEZICRATL R g 2t ]

Stickent Mame:

Leadersbup Comeasty Service

Stadent Ambasador. City of San Mateo 1o Sister City, Toyonska, Japan, 2016

Coumselor i Trassng. Parks and Rec/Thay Arca Fducational Thestor Compay. 2015

Cors Ladersbip Teaem, Yiosth Misistry Rep. Picish Cossniil, St Grgary's Catfolic Chasch,
w15

Intern, Digstal Storytelling Workshop, San Mates Counly lchavioral lcaih, 20142015

FoundexMenmor, Berel Ammation Club, 2011-204.

CrevSet Paistes TsibesChapenone, Day Area Thealer Company, 2013 gresest

Peer Helper Trainer, Borel Preer Telper Training, 2013-2015.

e, Shapimg Vouth, il om Memocial Day am war games, kesting game devices related Io
el for youshs, 2013

Thstcs zmd St fako s Perfiormamcs Resun)
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Review Task Form

Need

. . ?
W hat is the household income? This % will olready be

(Please refer to the summary tab) calculated. Please check
summary for answer.
O < 30% AMI
O < 50% AMI
O < 80% AMI

Are there any additional household members in co||ege?

(O Yes
O No

W hat type of school will the app|ican+ be oHending during the aid yecr?

() Private 4 Year University

(O Public 4 Year University - Out-of-State
(O Public 4 Year University - In-State

(O 2 Year College or Vocational School
(O High School

Academics

The /\pp|icqn+ is currenHy in

O High School
(O College

W hat is the applicant's GPA

High School College
O 40or above (O 3750r above
(O 375-399 (O 35-374
O 35-374 (O 325-349
(O 325-349 (O 30-324

O 30- 324 O 275-299

11



Review Task Form

Academics (continued)

Does transcript show improvement or grow’rh?

(O Yes
O No
(O N/A - Continuous High Achievement

Not just AP/Honors.

Could be any classes
you deem cho”enging.

Were chc”enging or AP courses oH‘empi‘ed?

O Yes
O No

Has the app|ican+ received any academic awards or honors?

O Yes, Many

May be under extra-
O Yes, Some curriculars (grid) or
O No supplemental materials.

Extra-Curricular Activities
[nformation may be entered on opp|icoﬁon or up|ooo|eo| under ”supp|emen’ro| materials." Please review

both areas before comp|e+eing the fo||owing questions.

Please rate the opp|ican+'s volunteer work, in’rernship, or work experience.

O Great
O Good

O Fair
(O Poor

Please rate the cpp|iccm+'s campus involvement and participation in clubs and sports.

O Great
(O Good

O Fair
(O Poor

12



Review Task Form

Personal Statement (continued)

App|icon+ Demonstrates: Financial Need

O Yes, Much
() Yes, Some

O No

Applican+ Demonstrates: Writing and Communication Skills
(C|ori+y / Organization / Grammar)

O Yes, Much
(O Yes, Some

O No

Letters of Recommendation

Letter #1 demonstrates the applicanf's (Check all that Apply)

O Character
[] Achievements
[] Potential

Letter #1 - Overall Qua|i’ry

O Great
O Fair
(O Poor

Letter #2 demonstrates the qpp|iccn+'s (Check all that App|y)

] Character

| Achievements

| Potential

Letter #2 - Overall Quq|i+y

O Great
O Fair
() Poor

13



Review Task Form

Extra-Curricular Activities (continued)

Did the app|ican+ hold any |eac|ers|‘1ip posiﬁons?

O Yes
O No

Did the cpp|iccn+ receive any awards or honors for their extra-curricular involvement?

O VYes
O No

Personal Statement
Check all that /\pp|y

] Applicant states goal (personal/professional/academic)
| Applicant has a plan to achieve this godl

] Plan is well Jrhoughf out, achievable

| Includes how sc|’10|ors|'1i|o funds will be used

| Applicant has taken steps towards this goal (ex. relevant extro-curriculars)
Applicant Demonstrates: Community Mindedness

O Yes, Much
(O Yes, Some

O No

/\pp|ican’r Demonstrates: Persistence / Overcoming Obstactles

O Yes, Much
() Yes, Some

O No

Applican+ Demonstrates: Initiative / Leddership

O VYes, Much
(O Yes, Some

O No

14



Review Task Form

Bonus Points

*Bonus* Is the app|ican1‘ a resident in a Hearthstone Property?

O Yes
O No

*Bonus* Has the cpp|icon+ previous|y been awarded a Hearthstone Scho|ars|‘1ip?

O Yes, 5+ years
O Yes, 4 years
O Yes, 3 years
O Yes, 2 years
O Yes, | year
O No

OVQFG”

Overall Impression

O > Excellent
(O 4 Great
(O 3 Good
O 2 Fair

(O 1Poor

Total Score:

Would you like to interview this applican’r?
O Yes

O No

Notes:

Will be auto-calculated.
Perfect Score = 60 pts
+ 15 possible bonus pts.

15
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PHONE INTERVIEW: GUIDELINES

Greeting and Introductions

Please begin the interview by greeting the applicant and introducing yourself. Ask the applicant what
they know about Hearthstone. You may inform them that Hearthstone is a non-profit organization that
currently owns approximately 170 affordable housing sites.

[nterview Questions

The interview should last approximately 15-20 minutes and consist of questions which explore the
following categories: Personal Statement, Academics, Goals, Extra-Curricular Involvement and
Financial Need. Please allow yourself enough time to cover each category.

Sample questions have been provided for each of these categories. These questions should be used
as a guide: You are not required to ask each question, nor are you limited to only these questions.

Wrap-Up

Ask the applicant if they have any questions or if they would like to add anything before ending. Please
let the applicant know that the final decisions will be made by the end of July.

Scoring

You will be asked to score each applicant on their responses to your questions in each section and on
their overall interview skills. Detailed scoring instructions including instructions on how to submit your
score on SurveyMonkey have been provided later in this section.

You may choose to score each applicant in SurveyMonkey as you conduct each interview, or you may

track the score for each applicant on the Quick Score sheet provided at the end of this packet and
then transfer the interview scores to SurveyMonkey later.

17



PHONE INTERVIEW: SCORING

Part I: Section Scores

Please select one or more questions
listed in each category on the Sample
Questions sheet. Based on the
applicant's responses, please provide a
score on a scale of 1-5 for each section.

1. Personal Statement

2. Academics

3. Goals

4. Extra-Curricular Involvement
5. Financial Need

Part 2: Overall Scores

Please evaluate the applicant in the
following areas. The scores below
should reflect the overall interview and
should not be based on a single
response.

1. Communication Skills

2. Preparedness

3. Demonstrated Achievement
4. Responsiveness

5. Overall Impression

Part 3: Recommend an Award

Based on both the interview and your prior review of the application, please recommend
an award amount between $500-$5,000. Please see the table below for estimated annual tuition
costs and recommended award amounts.

Public Four-Year

Two-Year College
9 College (in-state)

Estimated Tuition: Estimated Tuition:

$3,770 $10,560
Award: $500 - Award: $500 -
$1,500 $3,000

Public Four-Year Private Four-Year

College (out-of-state) College

Estimated Tuition: Estimated Tuition:
$27,020 $37.650

Award: $1,500 - Award: $1,500 -
$4,000 $5,000

*Source : The College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges

Part 4: Comments (Optional)

If you discover any new information which you feel should be factored into the decision making
process, please advise us in the comments section.

18



PHONE INTERVIEW: SAMPLE QUESTIONS
NEW APPLICANTS

These questions should be used as a guide: You are not required to ask each question, nor are you
limited to only these questions.

Personal Statement

1) Tell me about yourself. Why did you choose to write about ?
2) What are you passionate about?
3) Who is your role model? Why do you admire them?

Goals

1) What are your academic/personal/professional goals? What is your plan to accomplish them?
2) Tell me about a personal achievement that makes you proud.
3) Where do you see yourself in one year? Five years? Ten years?

Academics

1) How did you choose your major? How do you want to use it in your future career?
2) What is your favorite/least favorite subject? Why?
3) What is your greatest academic strength/weakness? How has this helped you/how are you addressing it?

Extra-Curricular Involvement

1) Are you involved with on-campus organizations, community organizations, sports, etc? Which do
you enjoy the most? Why?

2) How do you prioritize your workload?

3) Do you hold any leadership positions? Describe.

Financial Need

1) Besides yourself, how many others are supported by your or your parent/guardian’s income?
2) Are you or your parent/guardian responsible for paying tuition or student loans for other people in
your household?
3) How are you expecting to pay for college? Have you applied for other scholarships? Do you know how
much are receiving in grants? Loans? Other awards?
4) How much are you requesting from the Hearthstone Housing Scholarship Fund? How will you use the
award?
5) Besides tuition, what other expenses you are anticipating?

19



PHONE INTERVIEW: SAMPLE QUESTIONS
RENEWAL APPLICANTS

These questions should be used as a guide: You are not required to ask each question, nor are you
limited to only these questions.

Personal Statement

1) Over the past year, what was your greatest area of growth?
2) What is your most memorable experience from this past year? How did it affect you?
3) What has been your greatest challenge and how are you managing it?

Goals

1) What are your academic/personal/professional goals? What is your plan to accomplish them?
2) What are your plans after graduation?
3) Tell me about a personal achievement that makes you proud.

Academics

1) What is one thing you wish you knew before starting high school/college?
2) Do you believe your grades are an accurate depiction of the type of student that you are? If not, why?
3) What is your greatest academic strength/weakness? How has this helped you/how are you addressing it?

Al .

Extra-Curricular Involvement

1) Are you involved with on-campus organizations, community organizations, sports, etc? Which do
you enjoy the most? Why?

2) How do you prioritize your workload?

3) Do you hold any leadership positions? Describe.

Financial Need

1) How did Hearthstone's Scholarship help you last year? What sort of financial help are you expecting this
year?

2) How are you paying for college? Have you applied for other scholarships? Do you know how much are
receiving in grants? Loans? Other awards?

3) Are you or your parent/guardian responsible for paying tuition or student loans for other people in your
household?

4) How much are you requesting from the Hearthstone Housing Scholarship Fund? How will you use the
award?

. . o .. 20
5) Besides tuition, what other expenses are you anticipating?
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App|ic0’rion Form

Applicanf Information

Personal Information

Last Name
First Name
Middle Initial

Permanent Street Address

Street

City

State v Applicants may only
select a county that

County hd has an HHF property.

Zip Code

Is your Mai|ing Address different than your Permanent Address?

O Yes
@ No

Do you live in a Hearthstone properfy?

@® VYes
O No

I'F SO, name O'F properfy

Are you a U.S. Citzen?

(O VYes
® No

Are you a Permanent Resident?

(O VYes
@ No

22



App|ic0’rion Form

Applicant Information (continued)

Contact Information

Primory Phone Number
Alternate Phone Number
Primory Email Address
Alternate Email Address

Date of Birth

Current Age Apphcorﬁr must provio|e
7 w provide parent contact
info if under 18.

Contact Information

Name of Parent/Guardian
Parent/Guardian Phone Number
Name of Parent/Guardian
Parent/Guardian Phone Number

Gender
v

Ethnic Background

Caucasian

L atino/Hispanic

| Asian/Pacific Islander
African-American

: Indian/Native American

"1 Middle Eastern
| Other (iden’rh(y)
| Mutli-racial (identify)

Decline to state

23



Apphco’rion Form

Applicant Information (continued)

Have you applied for the Hearthstone Scholarship before?

@® VYes
O No

If yes, did you receive an award?

@ Yes
O No

If yes, p|ecse indicate yeqr(s) you received award and amount(s).

Year Amount

[ I I

How did you learn about the Hearthstone Scholarship Fund?

(O Hearthstone Property Stoff
(O Infernet Search

(O Scholarship Database

(O School Staff

(O School Resource Center
O Other (identify)

Were you referred by Hearthstone Housing Property Staff or a Hearthstone
Scholarship Recipient?

(O VYes
@® No

24



App|ic0’rion Form

Education

Current Education Information

| Click here if not currenﬂy oHending school

School

City

State v
Attended From (date)

Grade Level v

Cumulative GPA

Anfticipated Graduation Date

Intended Degree v
Intended Major (if applicable)

High School Education Information

| Click here if same as current

School

City

State v
Attended From (date)

Attended To (date)

Prior College Attended

|nc|ude co||ege courses +Okel’1 during l’]lgh SCI’WOO'

| Click here if no prior college courses were attempted

School

City

State v
Cumulative GPA

C|OSS€S Token

Units Completed

If checked, applicant
will be asked to explain
any gaps from school.

If checked, opp|icon+

will skip this section.

If checked, 0pp|icon+

will skip this section.

25



App|ic0’rion Form

E ducation (confinued)

School Attending Fall 2021 (*if applying to multiple, please put top choice)

School

City

State v
Anficipated Graduation Date

Grade Level v
Intended Degree v

Intended Major 4 . .
-year university, 2-
Type of School v year college, vocational
Publi Prival v school or high school.
ublic or Private

Is Funding being requesfed for a high school ccademica”y enriching ac’rivi’ry?

Y
O e If yes, d |o|icchr will
@ No enter additional details

about program.

/A\pp|ico+ion Form

Transcript

Please provide a copy of your official transcript. In order for the committee members to get an
understanding of your academic history, your transcript must include three (3) semesters worth of
information. You may provio|e transcripts from mu|ﬁp|e institutions if needed. Please Note: Unofficial

transcripts will not be occeered.

Thisofoge provides information to applicants on how to submit their
sealed official transcripts. Sealed transcripts are opened, reviewed and
uploaded to the applications by Hearthstone staff.

| | understand that my application will not be considered complete until my official transcript

has been submitted

26



App|ic0’rion Form

Financial Information

Award Amount Requested
Scholarship Awards are between $500 and $5000..

| | understand that if | am awarded a scho|orship | am not guoranreed to receive the amount

requested above.

Estimated Expenses for Academic Year 2021-2022

Tuition/Fees
Books/Materials
Room & Board

Miscellaneous

Total Education Expenses

Have you app|ied for other gron+s/scho|qrships?
If yes, applicant will

O Yes enter additional details
@ No about funcling sources.

Household Income for 2019 (Please refer to the corresponding lines on the FAFSA
Student Aid Report)

Parent/Guardian (line 85)

Personal Income (line 36)
Other Income

Total Household Income

Household Size (line 95)
# of individuals

Is anyone else in your household attending college in Fall 2021(line 74)

O) Yes
O No

If yes, how many individuals

27



Apphco’rion Form

E xtra-Curricular Activities

Please comp|e+e the form below with information regording your most recent extra-cu rricular activities.
You may choose to upload a résumé or list of extra-curricular activities instead. You may also upload

any supplemental materials you would like the scholarship committee to review.

Awards / Recog nition

Organization

Student / Campus Involvement

Involvement Organization

Leodership Positions

Position Organization

28



Apphco’rion Form

E xtra-Curricular Activities (continued)

Volunteer Engagement

Engagement Organization Hours/ Wk

Internship / Work Experience

Specialty/Focus Organization Hours/ Wk

Study Abroad

Area of SJrudy Cou ntry

Research / Special Projects

Topic/Focus Orgoniza’rion

29



App|ico’rion Form
Signature page
]l the undersigned, confirm that | will be a full-time student during the 2021-2022 school year.

| |, the undersigned, understand that if | am awarded funds, they may not be used for post-
graduate studies or studying abroad.

[] |, the undersigned, cerﬁfy that my answers are true and comp|e+e to the best of my
knowledge. If this application leads to a scholarship award, | understand that false or

mis|eoding information in my opphcoﬁon or inferview may result in disquo|ificoﬁon.

Applica nt Sig nature

Date

Parent will on|y need to

Parent/Guardian Signa’rure sign and date if
oppﬁ;conJr is under 18.

Date

30
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2020-2021 Scholarship Fund

Since its inception in 2009, the Hearthstone Housing Foundation Scholarship Fund has awarded
879 scholarships to students in Hearthstone properties and the surrounding communities.

125

106
100

104 104
0 95
83 84 87
75 &7
50
34

s 23

0

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Scholarships ranged from $500 to $3,000, totaling $150,000.

25 23
21

20 18

15 13

10
10 ; 9

5
0 = =

$500 $750 $1,000 $1,250 $1,500 $1,750 $2,000 $2,500 $3,000
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2020-2021 Scholarship Fund

Primarily from California, our awardees represent 31 counties across 5 states.

Number of Applicants Awardees
250 238

Renewal
27.4%

200
172

150

New Applicants
116 72.6%

100

Two Residents

O O

Seabreeze South Hill

50

Nearly half of our awardees
are considered "Extremely Low
Income," with household
incomes at or less than 30% of
the area median income.

In Fall 2020, the majority of
awardees will be freshmen
attending a 4-year public
university in their home state.
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TRAINING & SUPPORT

SurveyMonkey Apply

mail:
‘ Password: \

SIC Homepage

Visit our SFC website for helpful links, and an electronic copy of the manual and more.

Website: www.hearthstonehousing.org/sfc Password: sfc2022

Reset your Password
b~

1) Go to hhf.smapply.io and click the "Forgot your Password?" link

e An email will be sent with instructions on how to reset your password

2) If you are unable to receive this email, send an email to support@smapply.io

> * Do Not: CC or copy anyone else on the email
v~ e Do: Contact support from the email address linked to your account
v * Do: Provide the URL of the site you are attempting to access: hhf.smapply.io

Technical Issues

e Email: ashley@hearthstonehousing.org

34





